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TEMPLATE LETTER:
Demanding Your Security Deposit 

As explained in Know Your Rights: Security Deposits a landlord must return the security deposit of a tenant that ends their lease early using the laws that protect survivors of abuse, the same as usual, meaning no later than 21 days after the tenant moves out of the unit.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  Civ. Code § 1950.5.] 

This resource includes a template letter a tenant can give their landlord to request their security deposit if their landlord did not return it by 21 days after they moved out of their unit. This letter can be filled out electronically or printed and filled out by hand. People filling out the template letter by hand should use the electronic template as a guide to what information can be written into the blank lines. The tenant should date and sign the letter and keep a copy of the completed letter for their records. If they do not have access to a copier, take a picture of the final document before giving it to the landlord.
How do I get more help?  Contact FVAP at info@fvaplaw.org or (510) 858-7358 for questions.

[Electronic Template]
[Survivor Name] 
[Survivor Contact Address]


[Date]

[Landlord / Property Manager Name]
[Landlord / Property Manager Company]
[Landlord / Property Manager Address]

	Re: Demand Return of Security Deposit 
Dear [Insert: Name of Landlord or Property Manager]:
I was a tenant at [insert: address]. I moved out of the unit on [insert: date you moved out of your unit].
A tenant’s security deposit must be returned no later than 21 days after they vacate their unit. (Civ. Code, § 1950.5, subd. (g).) If the landlord does not return the full security deposit, they must give the tenant a written, itemized list showing how much money they took out of the security deposit. (Id.) Along with an itemized list of deductions, a landlord must provide documents showing their expenses, including: (1) documents that describe the performed cleaning or repairs and include the time spent making repairs or cleaning and the reasonable hourly rate charged; or (2) bills, invoices, or receipts from the people who repaired or cleaned the unit. (Id. at § 1950.5, subds. (g)(2)(A), (B).) Additionally, if a landlord charges the tenant for materials to make repairs, they must provide copies of materials’ receipt(s). (Id. at § 1950.5, subd. (g)(2)(C).) Improperly keeping a tenant’s security deposit subjects a landlord to liability for damages up to twice the amount of the security deposit. (Id. at § 1950.5, subd. (l).) 
You must return [insert: the amount of security deposit you think should be returned] of my security deposit because [Insert explanation of why your landlord should not keep this amount of your security deposit. Some examples include:
· You charged me to make repairs from damage done by a person that abused me and was not my guest or another tenant. 
· I left the unit clean and without damage beyond reasonable wear and tear.
· You charged me to make repairs that were needed before I moved into the unit.]
[If you are including photos or documents, insert an explanation of the enclosures, some examples include:
· Enclosed is a copy of a police report from when the person that abused me damaged the unit.
· Enclosed are pictures of the unit from before I left. The pictures show the unit was clean and undamaged.
· Enclosed are pictures of the unit when I moved in, showing these repairs were needed before I lived in the unit.]
At this time, I request that you immediately return [insert: the amount of security deposit you think should be returned] of my security deposit. You can send this payment to [insert: address]. If I do not receive a response from you within one week, I may take further legal action.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Sincerely, 

[Tenant’s Signature]________________

[Tenant’s Name Printed]
Enclosures: [list any documents you are enclosing]


____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

	Re:  Demand Return of Security Deposit After Early Lease Termination
[bookmark: _Hlk70085917]Dear _____________________________, 
I was a tenant at __________________________________________________. I moved out of my unit on _______________.
A tenant’s security deposit must be returned no later than 21 days after they vacate their unit. (Civ. Code, § 1950.5, subd. (g).) If the landlord does not return the full security deposit, they must give the tenant a written, itemized list showing how much money they took out of the security deposit. (Id.) Along with an itemized list of deductions, a landlord must provide documents showing their expenses, including: (1) documents that describe the performed cleaning or repairs and include the time spent making repairs or cleaning and the reasonable hourly rate charged; or (2) bills, invoices, or receipts from the people who repaired or cleaned the unit. (Id. at § 1950.5, subds. (g)(2)(A), (B).) Additionally, if a landlord charges the tenant for materials to make repairs, they must provide copies of materials’ receipt(s). (Id. at § 1950.5, subd. (g)(2)(C).) Improperly keeping a tenant’s security deposit subjects a landlord to liability for damages up to twice the amount of the security deposit. (Id. at § 1950.5, subd. (l).) 
You must return _______________of my security deposit because ___________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ ______________________________________________________________________  
______________________________________________________________________ At this time, I request that you immediately return _______________ of my security deposit. You can send this payment to ______________________________________ _______. If I do not receive a response from you within one week, I may take further legal action.
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
Sincerely, 
__________________________
__________________________
Enclosures: 

This information is not providing legal advice and should not replace the advice of an attorney.  This resource uses California law.  
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