INSERT ORGANZIATION’S LETTERHEAD
DATE

The Honorable Susan Rubio
California State Senate
1021 O Street, Suite 8710
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject: Support Letter for SB 882 (Rubio) The Keep Courts Safe from ICE Act

Dear Senator Rubio, 

On behalf of [insert organization], we are proud to support your Senate Bill 882: The Keep Courts Safe from ICE Act.

The Keep Courts Safe from ICE Act will protect families and community members when they participate in the justice system – and minimize dangerous altercations while saving taxpayers money – by requiring state courts to allow any party or witness to appear remotely at a civil or criminal state court hearing, trial, or conference, except as specified, until January 31, 2029. 

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, California courts have acquired over five years of experience utilizing technology to allow individuals to testify and appear remotely in court. For example, Senator Rubio’s Senate Bill 538 was signed into law in 2021 and protects vulnerable individuals from dangerous courthouse situations by authorizing a party or witness to appear remotely at a hearing on a petition for a domestic violence restraining order. According to a 2025 report by the Judicial Council of California, over 6,500 remote hearings take place every day and vulnerable court users have reported they had less anxiety and stress by not having to appear in court with their abuser.  

Now, a dramatic increase in federal immigration enforcement operations at California courthouses has created a new threat and danger for individuals trying to access the justice system. As California Supreme Court Chief Justice Patricia Guerrero has said: “Making courthouses a focus of immigration enforcement hinders, rather than helps, the administration of justice by deterring witnesses and victims from coming forward and discouraging individuals from asserting their rights.” 

California must take action to ensure all Californians can access the court system safely. The Keep Courts Safe from ICE Act will require state courts to allow any party or witness to appear remotely at a civil or criminal state court hearing, trial, or conference, except as specified, until January 31, 2029. By providing this new way to access the court system, this bill will provide relief to vulnerable families across California and save lives.

For these reasons, [insert organization] is proud to support this important measure.

Sincerely, 


